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One of the goals of any secondary teacher is to prepare students for continued academic study. One of the methods of preparation 
crucial to success in college and beyond is adherence to instructions. English teachers dedicate an inordinate amount of time writing 
and revising steps for assignments to provide students with clear paths to completion and to anticipate questions students might 
have. However, there is only so much we can do – students are ultimately responsible for their comprehension of assignment 
instructions. In layman’s terms, read the instructions. Read them numerous times, and annotate them, if necessary. If there are questions 
after several reviews, please email the above English teachers.   
 
1. Choose one of these three nonfiction books. Choose a book from the list according to interest and linguistic appeal. 

• In Cold Blood, Truman Capote 

• The Glass Castle, Jeannette Walls 

• The Other Wes Moore: One Name, Two Fates, Wes Moore 
 
*The texts above were taken from the CCSD 11th Grade Book List. When selecting your book, please be sure to do prior research 
to make sure the book is suitable for you and your family. 

 
2. Purchase a paper copy of the book from Amazon, Target, etc. We advise choosing the cheapest used book in “Like New” or “Very 

Good” condition to save money. While some might like to read ebooks, the assignments necessitate paper copies of the text. 
 
3. Complete these two steps with your nonfiction text.  

Step A: Read and annotate your nonfiction text. 
‡ Annotating a text takes time because it forces you to read actively, think critically, and respond accordingly. You must 

comment as you read to converse with the text.  
‡ You must handwrite annotations in blue or black ballpoint ink or in pencil. Annotating in pencil allows you to erase 

mistakes and creates less “noise” on each page. 
‡ Your annotations will serve as the basis for class discussions, Socratic Seminars, and in-class writing assignments. The more 

detailed and specific your notes are, the more prepared for class you are.  
‡ Your annotation process depends on who you are and what works best for you. Read below for strategies to assist you in 

developing an annotation process that works for you. 
 

“One technique [to help process information] is annotation. Annotating a text requires reading with a pencil in hand. Write in 

your book, [or] write on sticky notes. As you read, circle words you don’t know, or write them on the sticky notes. Identify 

main ideas — thesis statements, topic sentences — and also words, phrases, or sentences that appeal to you, that seem 

important, or that you don’t understand. Look for figures of speech such as metaphors, similes, and personification — as 

well as imagery and striking detail. If you don’t know the technical term for something, just describe it. For example, if you 

come across an adjective-and-noun combination that seems contradictory, such as ‘meager abundance,’ and you don’t know 

that the term for it is oxymoron, you might still note the juxtaposition of two words that have opposite meanings.” Take notes 

on the events in the text; “ask questions or comment on what you have read. In short, as you read, listen to the voice in your 

head, and write down what that voice is saying” (The Language of Composition 40).  
 
Focus on the following when annotating texts to help develop your thinking about and understanding of the material. In 
years past, your annotations might have focused on personal connections to the text: “This passage reminds me of my 
grandmother…”; “I suffered this sort of injury in the 4th grade while playing kickball…”; etc. While personal connections are 
crucial to your understanding, annotations in higher-level junior English classes must progress past this level. 
 
Consider the following as you annotate:  
 
▪ Speaker: Consider who the writer is and what s/he wants to communicate. Use these to determine the writer’s credibility. 
▪ Occasion: Determine what prompted or motivated the author to write the text and factors such as time, context, place, and 

setting. Evaluate whether the writer’s motivations are valid. 
▪ Audience: Gauge the person/people the writer addresses and whether the writer effectively communicates to this audience. 
▪ Purpose: Think about the reasons the writer composed the text: Persuasion? Comparison? Explanation? Information? Etc. 
▪ Subject: Explain the content of the text, what the text is about; evaluate beyond the surface level. 
▪ Tone: Assess the writer’s attitude with which the author addresses the subject. Use diction, the writer’s choice of words, to 

determine the attitude toward the subject. Connotation of words matter, so define all words you do not understand.  
▪ Assertion: Identify the writer’s main claim, the overarching thesis of the text. More specific than the subject, the assertion is 

the point the writer makes about the topic. 
▪ Claims: Identify the main points the writer makes to prove the assertion. 
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▪ Appeals: How does the writer appeal to readers’ emotions? How does the writer prove the assertion with logic? How does 
the writer establish credibility on the subject? Consider the pathos, logos, and ethos of the selection as you read.  

▪ Rhetorical strategies: Evaluate the writer’s techniques in delivery and how effective these are for rhetorical purposes. 
▪ Bias: Evaluate the perspective of the writer that may influence the assertion and claims. Evaluate your bias as a reader.  

Step B: Compose a 2–3-page typed essay defending an argument in your chosen non-fiction book – Due posted to Canvas 
by Monday, August 15th, 2022 
Non-fiction texts usually include at least one argument (claim) the writer supports with evidence. Identify one argument 

in your book, and determine your position on this argument. Compose a multiple-paragraph persuasive essay in which 
you defend your position with examples from the text.  

Use multiple examples from the text to support your position. You do not have to agree with the author’s stance on the 
argument as long as you can support your opposition stance with examples from the text, either as proof or rebuttal. 

 
Essay Specifications: Adhere to these guidelines for your essay:  

 Do not use outside resources to help you write your essays. This essay is not a research paper.  

 Compose each essay in 3rd person. Do not use 1st-person (I, me, my, etc.) or 2nd-person (you, us, we, etc.) pronouns. 

 Use MLA format. 
° 12-point font  
° print font (Times New Roman, Georgia, California FB, Arial, etc.) – no script 
° double space entire paper 
° Explanations and a PDF sample paper available online – look up if you are unfamiliar with MLA format! 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/24/ 

 Include the MLA heading with your name, the teacher’s last name (for this assignment, you can wait and change this when 
you find out who your teacher is going to be), the class name, and the assignment due date in the top left corner. 

 Include the header with your last name and page number in the top right corner. 

 Include an interesting title, something other than the title of the book(s), centered and in MLA format. 

 Compose an interesting introduction of no longer than five (5) sentences which includes the author and title of the book, a 
thesis statement (the message the author conveys/the argument the author makes), and strategies the author uses to convey 
the message/points supporting your stance on the argument the author makes. 

 Write several specific body paragraphs, which include at least six (6) direct textual references with proper 
parenthetical documentation (six textual references total, not six per paragraph). The following is an example of proper 
parenthetical documentation: Fahrenheit 451 begins, “It was a pleasure to burn,” alerting readers to the paradox of Montag’s 

love affair with fire (Bradbury 3). 
 Blend details from the text/textual references with your insight and analysis. Use the AXES format explained below. 

 Include a topic sentence for each paragraph and proper transitions between paragraphs. 

 Conclude the essay with a paragraph that establishes a position on the text and provides the reader with something to 
consider. Do not simply restate the introduction; evaluate the message/strategies the author uses and determine your position 
on it. The conclusion can be no longer than five (5) sentences. 

 Edit carefully and thoroughly. Part of your essay grade depends on the following.  
° proper grammar and spelling 
° the use of active voice (avoiding be verbs like am, is, are, was, were, be, being, been) 
° variation in sentence structure 
° effort and focus – Numerous mistakes reveal lack of both! 

 
AXES Method of Evidence Inclusion 

Evidence from a text is crucial to a writer’s claim about that text. A writer accurately including textual evidence in a paragraph is 
analogous with an attorney presenting evidence in a trial. Evidence cannot stand alone: An attorney must “make a case for its 
introduction; explain why the evidence is legitimate; examine [the evidence],” proving its merit, accuracy, and legitimacy; and 
“link it to other evidence in a logical way” (Rieder). A writer must follow this process to prove claims thoroughly and specifically: 
Find evidence, introduce it, explain it, and weave it into your overall argument. To complete these steps, use AXES. 
 
Assertion: The assertion, or claim/topic sentence, states the specific arguable point of the paragraph and connects the paragraph 
to the thesis. Assertions must be arguable statements, your stance or opinion on a topic. 
 
eXample: Examples are evidence that support or prove the assertion. Examples can be direct quotations, paraphrases, and/or 
summaries. Each example must be introduced and framed (contextualized).  
 
Explanation: Because examples never speak for themselves, writers must provide explanations, which clarify how and why the 
evidence relates to the assertion and central claim. In a textual analysis, an explanation of a direct quotation details how 
particular words or techniques from the example function and prove how these words and techniques support the assertion. In 
an argumentative essay, explanations of examples (readings, experiences, observations, etc.) “outline the reasoning that logically 
links the evidence to the assertion” (Rieder). 
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Significance: Without explaining the significance, or importance, of the evidence, readers might respond with indifference. 
Statements of significance anticipate and answer the question “So what?” Writers use statements of significance to prove why 
the points made with the evidence and in the paragraph are important; significance statements are crucial to solid arguments.  
Rieder, John. “AXES Method of Paragraph Development.” Dimensions of Culture Program, Thurgood Marshall College, UCSD. 2011.  
 

  



Alignment to Standards 

Standards Covered (Note: Some standards may be covered in class with the student’s chosen text):  
 
ELAGSE11-12RI1: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
 
ELAGSE11-12RI2: Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, 
including how they interact and build on one another to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 
 
ELAGSE11-12RI3: Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific individuals, ideas, or events 
interact and develop over the course of the text. 
 
ELAGSE11-12W1: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence.  
a. Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate 
or opposing claims, and create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.  
b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence for each while pointing out 
the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and 
possible biases.  
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the 
relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 
d. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in 
which they are writing.  
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 
 
ELAGSE11-12W4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)  
 
ELAGSE11-12W5: Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should 
demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grades 11-12.) 
 
ELAGSE11-12W9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
 
ELAGSE11-12L2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when 
writing. 
 
In addition to the American Literature & Composition standards, this assignment begins exploring two of the AP 
English Language & Composition course’s Enduring Understandings, noted below.  
 
Enduring Understanding CLE-1: Writers make claims about subjects, rely on evidence that supports the reasoning that 
justifies the claim, and often acknowledge or respond to other, possibly opposing, arguments. 
 
Enduring Understanding REO-1: Writers guide understanding of a text’s lines of reasoning and claims through that text’s 
organization and integration of evidence 


